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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
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Youth Worship during 
Traditional Service 

 
 

   Lent begins on February 18.  Forty days of spiritual preparation for 
the Passion of Christ.  The liturgical tradition of the church is rich with 
prayers and acts of penitence remembering the journey Jesus took 
as he set his face towards Jerusalem.  The scriptures portray a 
resolute man in route to his supreme destiny to fulfill the will of God 
as Savior of the world. 
   He knew that he was on his way to suffering and death, yet for our 
sake, and for the sake of the whole world he “took on the form of a 
slave” and “became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross.”  (Phil. 2:7,8) 
    Our remembrance of his love and determination often includes 
giving something up for Lent as a practice of self-denial. This isn’t 
something I have generally practiced every Lent.  In fact, I have 
considered, rightly or wrongly, such actions to be insufficient to 
commemorate Jesus’ love and lacking in providing the spiritual depth 
that might prepare me in some way or another to recall Christ’s 
passion.      
     The words of Isaiah come to mind as I think about not doing 
anything special for Lent. 
  
       “Is such the fast I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
       Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,  
 and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
      Will you call this a fast, 
 a day acceptable to the Lord? 
 
      Is not this the fast I choose; 
 to loose the bonds of injustice, 
 to undo the thongs of the yoke. 
      to let the oppressed go free, 
 and to break every yoke? 
      Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
      when you see the naked, to cover them,  
 and to not hide yourself from your own kin?” 
   ~ Isaiah 58:5-7 
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    Maybe I’ve been thinking about this all 
wrong. Perhaps Lent isn’t about giving 
something up?  Is it true that most of us give 
up a non-necessity—and that is what bothers 
me?  Maybe giving up something trite and 
inconsequential in my life is not really 
sacrificial?  Perhaps that is why Jesus said we 
should practice our fasting in secret. 
    But the problem isn’t giving something up 
for Lent. 
   The issue is that my fast is not acceptable to 
the Lord and I know it. 
    So what might make it more meaningful or 
sacrificial for me and perhaps more acceptable 
to the Lord? 
     I’m thinking a Lenten exchange.  I will give 
something up for Lent – namely food, by 
fasting on Fridays, but I will also offer, at 
minimum, the value of the meals I don’t eat to 
the Two Cents a Meal offering.  And pray that 
it will be acceptable to the Lord. 
      
   Pastor John 
 

 

 
FEBRUARY WORSHIP 
SCHEDULE 
 

February 1- Communion 
John 4:46-54 
“Second Sign” 
 
February 8 
John 5:1-18 
“Shaken, Not Stirred” 
 
February 15 
John 7:10-31 
“You Know Me” 
 
February 22 
John 7:37-52 
“Living Water” 
 

 
 
 
 

 

PER CAPITA 
 
Per Capita this year will be $66.43. It was 

initially announced that it would be $66.01, so 
if you have already paid that amount, it’s no 
problem. You are all good. 

 
 
 

 
 
FEBRUARY 

   
          Please Bring 
 
 
        TUNA FISH, SALMON 
        CANNED MEAT 
                                

 
 
        

      
             

               FEBRUARY CONTACT PEOPLE 
 

          Elder:    Steve Pospiech     
           Deacon: Jackie Woodring    
  
 
 
     
 

 
 
 

           
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

SOUPERBOWL CELEBRATION –  
 
A new fun way to help feed the hungry in our 
area! 
 
This year we will be collecting cans of soup to 
donate to our local food pantry! Cash 
donations will be collected as well and donated 
to our Sunday Supper program. Bring in cans 
of soup, preferably ones that open with a pop 
top, from January 25th to February 8th.  
 
You will get to vote for the team that you are 
hoping will make it to the Super Bowl by 
placing your can/cans in their "endzone." 
There will be a display area near the baptismal 
font in the sanctuary. Another way to cast a 
vote is to make a monetary donation ($1.00 = 
one vote). On January 25th there will be four 
teams to choose from because voting will take 
place before all the games are played that 
Sunday. After January 25th we will know what 
teams are going to the Super Bowl, so you will 
have two weeks to bring in more cans or cash 
to vote for the Super Bowl winner.  
 
On February 8th, Super Bowl Sunday the 
children will count the cans and the cash to 
determine who our church family wants to win 
the Super Bowl. It will be a regular coffee hour 
during which everyone will have the 
opportunity to create a Valentine that will be 
delivered to local nursing homes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

           MARDI GRAS POTLUCK 2/15/26 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY- 
2/18/26 
 
 
 
 

Services will be held in the Chapel at 9:00a.m. 
with imposition of ashes. 
 
 
Community Ash Wednesday services will be 
held in the Sanctuary at 7p.m. There will be 
impositions of ashes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

LENTEN LUNCHES 
 
 Lenten Lunches will be 
served February 18  
through March 25.  If you 

would like to help, contact Kathy Partridge or 
Donna Montgomery. 
 
Lenten Lunch Help is needed in the 
following areas. 
 
_____ set up 
_____ clean up 
_____ donate a pie 
_____ donate a soup 
_____ prep food 
_____ serve food 
_____ work the ticket table 
_____ prep the takeout orders 
_____ manage the dessert table 
_____ serve beverages 
 
Lenten Lunch prices are as follows: 
 
Sandwich     $   4.00 
Soup     $   4.00 
Desserts    $   4.00 
 
Includes: coffee, tea or milk 
 
The Lenten Lunch menu is included with this 
newsletter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ATTENTION!   
ALL         COOKS AND TAPHOPHILES! 

 Helen K. Brink 
       “The Cemetery Lady” 

Helen K. Brink 

“The Cemetery Lady” 

  

       A new book has just been published that will 

be intriguing for people who like to cook and 

experiment with new recipes.  It also brings to 

light another point of interest for us taphophiles 

(people passionate about cemeteries and 

gravestones)!   

   

Families often have favorite recipes that they 

refer to as Grandma’s Donuts, Aunt Jessie’s 

Sponge Cake, or Mary’s Chocolate Cookies.  The 

serving of these foods arouse memories of 

times past.  This book shows us how people, or 

their next-of-kin, have chosen to share these 

favorite recipes.   

  

     This 155 page book entitled To Die For - A 

Cookbook Of Gravestone Recipes by author 

Rosie Grant contains colored photographs of 

the recipes on the gravestones, the foods made 

from the recipes, and stories about the people 

and/or families involved.  It’s a fascinating 

subject, an easy read, and, certainly, an 

interesting conversation piece!  It’s available 

from Amazon for $20. 

  

Does anyone know of any gravestone recipes in 

Steuben County?  

 

Please let me know if you do. 

  



 

GIFTS OF HOPE TO CANCER 
PATIENTS 

 
 
 
 
 

The office will be 
closed 2/16/26 for 
President’s Day 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
March  articles are  
         Due 
February 20, 2026 
 

 
 
 

 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 1  Marcia Melnyk 
   Kathy Walker 
February 2  Neal Wrinkle 
February 3  Jeff Sehm  
February 4  James Mahnke 
   Edith Rouse 
   Katelyn Oest 
February 6  Shirley Aston 
February 7  Teagan Kiff 
   Lisa Swan 
   Bailey Walker 
February 8  Bradley Lines 
February 9  Derek Kiff 
February 10  Dylan Thomas 
   Frank Kiff 
February 14  Kelly Oest 
February 15  William Decker 
February 19  John Taggart 
February 22  Laurie McDonnell 
   Judy Jaromin 
February 24  Justin Dickson 
February 26  Marissa Yott 
February 28  Jake Taggart 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Andi Morse,Lois 
Warren,Sharon Ward,  
June Bates, Diane 
Lathrop,Sherry Parke, 

Tim Forester, Bob Hujar, Sharon Gunsolus,  
Barb Saler, Bradley Mesler, Debbie Vonderlin,  
Neal Wrinkle, Debi Crossman Singer,  
Sandi Mahnke, Marge Mesler,  
Sandy Simonson  



 

•          

•  

•  

• Sherry Parke, Lois Warren, Andi Diane 
Lathrop 

• Forrest Clark, Tim Forester, Bob Hujar 

First Presbyterian Church 
Lenten Lunches 2026 

Wednesday 11:30 – 1:00 

  
Date       Soup                Sandwich   Dessert 

2/18        Cheese Tortellini    Egg/Egg & Olive  Pie 

            

 

2/25              Corn Chowder      Pulled Pork   Pie 

           Egg/Egg & Olive 

 

3/4        Chili             Ham Salad   Pie 

           Egg/Egg & Olive 

 

3/11       Taco Soup       Meatball Sub  Pie 

                   Egg/Egg & Olive   

 

3/18       Broccoli Cheddar    Sloppy Joes   Pie 

          Egg/Egg & Olive  

 

3/25       Vegetable Beef       Chicken Salad  Pie 

          Egg/Egg & Olive 

 

 

Menu Subject To Change 



 

                            FEBRUARY    2026                       

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
Worship/Communion 
11:30 am Coffee Hour – 
Lyon Hall 
*Sunday Supper 

2 
2:00 pm -  Worship Team 
5:30 pm – HR Mtg 
 
Sara’s Closet 
11:30 am–2:30 pm 

3 
 
 

4 
4:00 pm B & G Mtg 
5:30 pm Finance Mtg 

 
 

5 
5:15 pm -  Handbells 
6:00 pm -  Choir 
 

6 

7:30 pm 
First Friday 
Fellowship 
Lyon Hall 

7 
 

8 
Worship, Sanctuary 
11:30 am Coffee Hour – 
Lyon Hall 
*Sunday Supper 

9 
Btw 8:00 am & Noon – 
Boiler Inspection – Bob M. 
6:00 pm -  Session 
Sara’s Closet 
11:30 am–2:30 pm 

10 
4:00 pm – Deacons 

 

11 
10:00 am – Staff Meeting 
 

 
 

12 
5:15 pm -  Handbells 
6:00 pm -  Choir 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 

VALENTINES 
DAY 

 

15 
Worship, Sanctuary 

11:30 am -  Mardi Gras 
Potluck , Lyon Hall 
 
*Sunday Supper 

16 
 

PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
 

Sara’s Closet and Office  
CLOSED 

 

17 
 
7:30 am – 4:00 pm –  
Pro- Action Head 
Start Training, Lyon 
Hall 

 
 
 

18 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
9:00 am – Chapel 

Imposition of Ashes 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

LENTEN LUNCHEON, 
LYON HALL 

 
7:00 pm – COMMUNITY 

WORSHIP SERVICE HERE,    
SANCTUARY 

5:00 pm – A New Day for 
Widows & Widowers  

19 
9:30 am – 5:00 pm 
Crafts & Sewing 

 
5:15 pm -  Handbells 
6:00 pm -  Choir 
 

20 
 
 

21 
 
 

22 
Worship, Sanctuary 
11:30 am – Coffee Hour, 
Lyon Hall 
*Sunday Supper 

23 
 
Sara’s Closet 
11:30 am–2:30 pm 

24 
 
 
 

25 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

LENTEN LUNCHEON, 
LYON HALL 

 

26 
5:15 pm -  Handbells 
6:00 pm -  Choir 

27 
 
 

28 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                          ALL SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE SANCTUARY 

         *SUNDAY SUPPERS @ St. Thomas Episcopal Church – 3:00 pm – 3:30 pm thru June 2026 
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LENTEN LUNCHES 2/18-3/26/26 
 
SOUP    $4.00 
 
SANDWICH  $4.00 
 
DESSERT  $4.00 
 
MENU IS ATTACHED 
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