Tower Topics email

bathprestt@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church

6 East Morris Street, Bath, NY 14810
607-776-6464

Pastor
jmwoodring@verizon.net ¥

Church Website
www.bathfirstpres.org

Church Office
officepreschurch@gmail.com

\_\1
gl

@FirstPresBath

-

Tower Topics

VOLUME LViii ISSUE 7
July/Aug 2026

SERVING WITH YOU

Pastor
Re. John Woodring

Clerk of Session
Kathy Swan

Admnistrative Assistant
Valerie Brown

Treasurer
Velda Schmieg

Organist
Cathy Reed

Senior Choir Director
Anne Romano

Custodial Staff
Sandy Robinson
Leslie Lyons
Gene Overton

Nursery
Alberta Nunn

Historian
Helen Brink

Newsletter Coordinator
Sandy Robinson

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
10:00 a.m.
Youth Worship during
Traditional Service

“Lord, teach us to pray...” Luke 11:1 (NRSVUE)

In response, Jesus told them, “When you pray, say:

“Father, may your name be revered as holy.
May your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

Not the prayer we say every week in worship. That prayer is
a combination of this prayer from Luke and the one from the
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6:9-13, with a benediction
added to it. And then there is the “sins, or debts, or trespasses”
portion depending on which tradition is used.

Contrast that with my seminary answer that there are five
types of prayer: Praise, Thanksgiving, Intercession,
Supplication, and Confession. Anne Lamott writes about three
prayers, Help, Thanks, and Wow!

How then are we to pray? This summer we will have an
eight-week sermon series based on the Lord’s Prayer we use
in worship (from July 12-August 30). We hope it will deepen
your prayer life and draw you closer to God. Since prayer is
also abstract — most of us rarely pray out loud — we will use the
ancient tool of prayer ropes and prayer beads to provide a
tactile and sensory means of focus and structure to our
prayers. (Please see the accompanying article on prayer
beads.)

Lord, teach us to pray.

Fastor Jotn
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. JULY/AUGUST
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
WORSHIP

JULY

July 5  Galatians 3:29-5:1  Communion
Freedom

July 12 Philippians 4:4-7
Be Still and Know

July 19 Romans 8:15-17
Presence

July 26  Phillippians 4:8-9
Praise

AUGUST

Aug. 2 James 5:13-16 Communion
Petition

Aug. 9 Luke 17:20-21
Purpose

Aug. 16 Mark 11:25-30
Pardon

Aug.23  Psalm 121
Protection

Aug. 30 Ephesians 6:14-18
Perseverance

Woodring open house, Saturday July 5th, 1:00p.m.

6082 Mount Monroe road, Cuba, New York. All
are invited,

“Pray Like Jesus”
Tuesday Mornings at 10:00 am in Lyon Hall on

the following dates:

July 14 — On Our Knees
July 21 — What Would
Jesus Do?

July 28 — Daily Food LA
August 18 — How Can 5 3
God Forgive Us? B“ﬂ SIUDY#‘%’
August 25 — The
Unforgiven

September 1 — Tempted by What?

The resource | will be using is Pray Like
Jesus: Rediscovering the Lord’s Prayer by Don
Underwood. (Amazon: $18.99, Kindle edition -
$9.99, or Christianbook.com, $17.74) You do not
need to purchase to participate.

JULY

Please Bring

PEANUT BUTTER

AUGUST

Please Bring

CANNED
VEGETABLES



Introducing Cathy
Reed

JULY CONTACT PEOPLE

Elder: Kathy Swan

Deacon: Jackie Woodring and
Marge Mesler Please welcome Cathy Reed as our new
accompanist for choir and congregation. She will
begin on July 19" (or maybe the 12, if her hand has

fully healed from surgery.)
AUGUST CONTACT PEOPLE Cathy has played both organ and piano in
Methodist and Roman Catholic congregations, as well
Elder: Susan Martin as accompanying for elementary school and college,
and is currently accompanying the Keuka College
Deacon: Jackie Woodring and Chorale. She also played the French horn with the
Marge Mesler Erie Philharmonic.

BURTON ILLUMINATION SCHOLORSHIP

The Burton lllumination Scholarship was awarded to
OUR NEW MEMBER Donovan Ryan. Donovan has shared his musical
gift with us singing solos during worship service

Our newest member is Torin Lyke. Torin received accompanied by his grandfather Jim Robinson.

his confirmation on June 24, 2026. Torin is the

son of Matt and Andrea Lyke. We wish Donovan the best as he will be attending

St. Bonaventure University to pursue a career in
He is seen here with his mentor, Bill Joint; his Sports Broadcasting.
sister Skylar, brother Caleb and his parents.
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corners of their garments, and
later, to add knots (tzitzit) to the
fringes (Numbers 15:37-40 and Deuteronomy
22:12). These were to remind the Israelites of
the holiness of God and the Commandments.
Jewish people today use prayer shawls to fulfill
this requirement.

Prayer beads have a similar function, as a
reminder of the presence of God, and a reminder
to pray. First Thessalonians 5:16-18 says,

“16 Rejoice always, 7 pray without ceasing, 8
give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

Third century monks and nuns would pray all
of the Psalms on a daily basis and eventually
developed prayer ropes with 150 knots to keep
track of their recitation. During the Middle Ages,
the church (monasteries and abbeys) began a
daily order of prayer. Laypeople also wanted to
participate, but since most were illiterate, they
were encouraged to recite the Lord’s Prayer 150
times. And, you guessed it, a string of 150
beads, divided into sets of 10, was created. This
is the origin of the rosary.

During the Reformation, most Protestants
abandoned prayer beads (and stained glass,
religious statues, painted ceilings, icons, and
anything else that might distract from the worship
of God.). Itis only in the past half-century that a
Protestant version of prayer beads has come
into common use. You might be interested to
learn that the word “bead” comes from the Old
English, “bede”, which means prayer.

Beads are a tool for prayer like music is a
means to worship. Beads are not necessary for
prayer, nor is music necessary for worship, but
they both help direct our focus to the purpose at
hand. In her review of Kristen Vincent's book, A
Bead and a Prayer, Linda Douty writes, “A Bead
and a Prayer engaged our God-given senses of
touch and sight to coax prayer from the head
deep into the heart.” Many who have used
prayer beads speak of drawing nearer to God as
they are reminded to pray and are given a
pattern for their prayers as well.

| invite you to make your own prayer beads in
the craft room adjacent to the nursery after
worship on July 5 or 12. All supplies provided.
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A Note From the Board of Deacons

Recently we celebrated the anniversary of Sara’s
Closet, Bags of Hope and the Blessing Box.
These gifts of giving make immeasurable
contributions to our community. From the outside,
it is easy to forget the travails of ministry planning
and implementation. We are very thankful to the
many volunteers whose efforts make these
ministries appear effortless to the rest of us!

On the topic of selfless giving, it is also important
to mark the contributions of those involved in
making funeral receptions possible. On almost a
moment’s notice, Lee Dickson and Marge
Messler coordinate and lead these efforts with
much needed and dependable support from
Sandy and Jim Robinson. The community impact
is very tangible. Since January, this essential
ministry has provided comfort and support for
more than 100 people in grief.

This year, the Deacons are also trying something
new. We have decided to make simple frozen
meals as a resource to feed shut-ins and others
in need. We are very grateful to Marge and Bob
Messler who donated a chest freezer and Deb
Vonderlin who donated a vacuum sealer! Without
these items, this ministry would not be possible.
Rest assured, plans to minimize waste are in
place. Anyone interested in our group cooking
session in August is welcome to join us!
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Mia and Tony Mazza are proud of both our
College graduates, Victoria and Mitchell.

Victoria Herbert

Victoria Hebert graduated on May 9th from Albion
College in Albion, Michigan. Victoria Graduated
Summa Cum Laude, with a bachelor’s degree in
marketing and communications, with a
concentration in Business. She is embarking on
blazing her entrepreneurial own trail in starting
her own Marketing Business. She already has
made a few clients with businesses in Bath, NY
and is looking forward to building her business.

Mitchell Miazza

Mitchell graduated from SUNY Environmental,
Science & Forestry on the same day. Mitchell
Graduated Cum Laude with a bachelor’s degree
in landscape architecture. He is currently working
with a firm in Syracuse, NY contracted with the
Syracuse Parks Department. Mitchell is hoping to
build a successful career in building beautiful
landscapes for businesses. Mia and Tony are
very proud of their accomplishments and excited
to see how their respective futures unfold

Dastor's
vacation

Pastor John will be on vacation from July 30 —
August 15. Rev. David Ashby will be preaching
on August 2, and Rev. Gary Brown will be
preaching on August 9.

Ethan Narby

Ethan Narby graduated from Thiel College May
8th Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelors in
Health Science. He played football for 2 years
and lacrosse for 3 years during his 3 years in
college.

His future plans are to attend graduate school for

his Physician Assistant degree with his focus on
orthopedics.

BAGS OF HOPE

Five years ago, June 3, 2021,
the program began with one
hundred bags, fifty adult bags and fifty children’s
bags presented to the Steuben County’s Sheriff’'s
Department.

The Deacon Moderator with Deacon and Session
approval met with the sheriff and undersheriff to
discuss the idea. The program met with their
enthusiastic approval. A grant for $2,000 was
received from Presbytery and matched by
Session.

With help from donations, grants, and volunteers,
the church assembled ‘Bags of Hope’ to give to
those in need. Each bag contains a blanket,
bottle of water, protein bars, socks, toothbrush,
toothpaste, soap, shampoo, band-aids, and hand
sanitizer wipes. The bags for children have
crackers and cheese, a stuffed animal, a flavored
drink pouch as well as a blanket, bottle of water,
socks, toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, shampoo,
band aids, and hand sanitizer wipes. We also
place a small cross in each bag. There is a note
in each bag to tell recipients the bags are packed
lovingly by the First Presbyterian Church, along
with clothing closet information, Blessing Box



information, Sunday Supper information, our
church phone number, and church service
information.

Deacons, our church youth group and our 4H
group have assisted in packing the bags.

Wegmans and Tops donated gift cards which
have been used for snacks, water, and bags to
pack the items in. Bath Dental donates children’s
and adult toothbrushes and toothpaste. Many
congregants have donated to the Deacon’s fund,
specifically for “The Bags of Hope.” We continue
to apply for grants through Presbytery. Grant
funds have decreased while our budget for bags
has increased. We are grateful for all donations
and assistance with this program.

We have delivered 550 bags to the department.
In addition to the bags, we also make several
bags with a stuffed animal, a book, snack, and
bottle of water for children who are visiting at jail
or at DSS with family

JULY BIRTHDAYS

Happy
Birthdy,

July 3 Pam Delio

July 4 Kelsey Folckemer
July 7 David Moore

July 8 Brian Vonderlin
July 13 Shelby Hammond
July 14 Kathleen Swan
July 15 Mark Mitchell
July 17 Jacob Kuver

July 20 Scott Heigel

July 25 Andrew Clark
Kathryn Forrester

July 27 Meghan Delio
Caitlyn Finnerty
July 28 James Newman
July 29 James Robinson
July 30 Gretchen Casey
Dennis Johnson
July 31 Brayton Tunison

Our heartfelt sympathy is
extended to the family of
Sandi Mahnke who passed
away on May 9, 2026.

Thoughits

and Prayers

Andi Morse, Lois Warren, Sharon Ward,
Diane Lathrop, Sherry Parke,

Tim Forester, Sharon Gunsolus

Sandy Simonson, Debi Crossman Singer,
Eleata Mitchell, Deb Vonderlin

” AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

L
August 1 Gloria Hare
August 2 Stephen Lang
August Robert Stevens
August 6 Gail Martin
August 7 Douglas Partridge
Jennifer Andrus
Rev. Gary Brown
August 8 Allan Gay
August 9 Christopher Saxton
Samantha Taggart
August 14 Sherry Parke
August 15  Jack Tunison
August 18  Shane Shuart
August 19  Lucas Dickson
Liam Narby
August 20 Rev. Tom Montgomery
August 21 Bryan Wolfe
August 25  Susan Cranmer
August 29  Robert Yott
August 31 Matthew Lyke
Karen Andrus
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GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Sandi Mahnke
By: Robert Robinson
Haverling Teachers Assoc.

DEACONS

In Memory of Sandi Mahnke
By: Jim Mahnke

In Memory of Bob Hujar
By: Barb Scudder

In Memory of Suzanne Collins
By: Pat Shuart

MUSIC FUND
In Memory of Sandi Mahnke
By: Barb Scudder

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Memory of Mary Ann Robinson
By: Robert Robinson

In Memory of Connie DeLisa
By: Jeanie DelLisa Ellis

SUNDAY SUPPERS
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FREE Sunday Supper Meals
July-December 2026
At the
Centenary Methodist Church
From 3:00- 3:30

September Tower

Topic articles are
due

August 24,2026.

DEADLINE FOR
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
4:00 pm B & G Mtg
5:30 pm Finance Mtg Office Closed qth ofJuly
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
Worship/Communion 2:00 pm - Worship Team No Staff Meeting
11:30 am - Coffee Hour, Les begins his vacation
Lyon Hall & will be back on 7/14
Sara’s Closet Closed
*Sunday Supper Today
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Worship, Sanctuary 10:00 am - Bible 5:00 pm - A New Day
11:30 am - Coffee Hour, Sara's Closet Study, Lyon Hall for Widows &
Lyon Hall 11:30 am-2:30 pm Widowers
. Les returns from
Sunday Supper vacation
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Worship, Lyon Hall 10:00 am - Bible John & Jackie
11:30 am - Coffee Hour, Sara’s Closet Study, Lyon Hall Woodring
. 1:00 pm
Sunday Supper
26 27 28 29 30 31
Worship, Lyon Hall Sandy & Jim R. begin their 10:00 am - Bible Pastor John & Jackie
11:30 am - Coffee Hour, vacation & will be back on Study, Lyon Hall begin their vacation &
Lyon Hall 8/3 will be back on 8/15

*Sunday Supper

Sara’s Closet
11:30 am-2:30 pm

ALL SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

BEGIN AT 10:00 A.M. IN LYON HALL

(unless noted otherwise)

*SUNDAY SUPPERS @ Centenary Methodist Church -
3:00 pm - 3:30 pm thru December 27, 2026



. @ . . <2 ¢ ° _,é;\-
Pedhi-L N 3 Yo"
y. & 8. A o -k &
\d O SUMMER 3o vfﬁ\' g B _:.} A L
[ ¢ e ay [ T
A WM R 5
SUNDAY | MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY I THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
ALL SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP 1
SERVICES, 10:00 A.M - LYON HALL *Pastor John and Jackie
*SUNDAY SUPPERS @ Centenary Methodist on vacation Ju/y 30t —August 15th
Church, 3:00 pm-3:30 pm thru December 27, 2026
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Worship/Communion, Lyon | Sandy & Jim R. return 4:00 pm - B & G Mtg
Hall from vacation 5:30 pm - Finance Mtg
11:30 am - Coffee Hour,
Lyon Hall 2:00 pm - Worship Team
*Sunday Supper
Sara’s Closet
11:30 am-2:30 pm
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Worship, Lyon Hall 6:00 pm - Session No Staff Meeting10:00 Pastor John & Jackie
11:30 am - Coffee Hour, am - Staff Meeting return from vacation
Lyon Hall - Deacons Mtg Sara’s Closet tomorrow
follows after Coffee Hour 11:30 am-2:30 pm
*Sunday Supper
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Worship, Lyon Hall 6:00 pm - A New Day
11:30 am - Coffee Hour, Sara’s Closet for Widows &
Lyon Hall 11:30 am-2:30 pm Widowers
*Sunday Supper
23 24 25 27 28
Worship, Lyon Hall Sara’s Closet 26 29
11:30 am Coffee Hour, 11:30 am-2:30 pm
Lyon Hall
*Sunday Supper.
30 31
Worship, Lyon Hall
11:30 am - Coffee Hour,
Lyon Hall
*Sunday Supper.
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HAVE A SAFE AND
HAPPY SUMMER




