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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
10:00 a.m.
Youth Worship during
Traditional Service

At last, it’s finally here. The marathon is
almost over. The finish line is in sight. I'm
writing this article two days before
Christmas. And maybe, like many of you, it
seems like we’ve been through a gauntlet of
consumerism rather than a joyous
celebration of our Lord’s birth. Part of that
» i ,‘& is because I've seen Christmas decorations
in the stores since mld -September, and also because the Christmas shopping
craze now begins before Halloween instead of only after Thanksgiving.

Historically Christmas is a season rather than just one day. It used to be the
twelve days of Christmas and then a celebration of Epiphany (You know, when
the wise men finally make it to Bethlehem.) on January 6th. That was the
Christmas season. Christmas began on December 25th. But these days,
Christmas ends on the 25th. When the 26th rolls around, the only things left of
Christmas are the returns and indigestion. Christmas ought to be more than this
one day celebration of gifts and holiday food.

Doesn’t it seem odd though? Isn’t birth supposed to be a beginning? Of
course, there’s always the New Year’s holiday just around the corner. That’s
when we begin again. But there’s nothing spiritual about that celebration.
Mostly resolutions that will be broken within the next two weeks, because
that’s approximately the number of days it takes to form new habits in your life.
Resolutions only seem to lead to broken promises.

Would it make a difference if we were to ponder a new beginning for
participation in God’s creation and God’s mission to all of us? Maybe we could
spend twelve days figuring out twelve ways to pay the love of God forward?
And find twelve different friends to do it with? Maybe we could envision ways in
which we and our church family could positively impact our community in the
coming year? Or maybe we can discover one or two ways to have a rebirth in
our life with Christ? Maybe you could look for at least one opportunity that
arises during each of those twelve days in which you notice God calling you to
make a difference to those around you in both ordinary and extraordinary ways.

Can you envision the opportunity in Christmas if it is a starting point rather
than the finish line, as a birth rather than an ending, as a season rather than a
day. And we can enjoy the celebration of the 25th as a “bon voyage” party that
kicks off the adventure. Imagine, if you will, all of us surprising or delighting the
people of our community with 12 acts of blessing in creative and original ways.
Even if only 25 people participated, that would mean 300 ways God'’s love has
been dispersed through us in less than two weeks. Wow!
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Of course, by the time you receive this newsletter,
we’ll be past the starting point of the 25th, but that
doesn’t mean you can’t start now, or pick the first
twelve days of January, or begin with Epiphany. Maybe
you can put a note in November of your 2026 calendar,
or cut and tape this article to remind you of a different
way to celebrate Christmas next year.

Can we make Christmas last more than just one
day, oris this all there is to it, when all is said and
done? Or are hope, peace, joy, and love only candles
that we’ll extinguish as soon as the last carol is sung,
the last present opened, and the last morsel of
leftovers put away?

Fastor Jotn

JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

January 4
John 1:35-51

January 11
John 2:1-12
January 18
John 2:13-23

January 25
John 3:1-21

ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting will held January 25,
during worship service

PERSONAL CARE
PRODUCTS

JANUARY CONTACT PEOPLE

Elder: Donna Montgomery
Deacon: Sue Gay

{\/( ; INSTALLATION OF
OFFICERS - 1/18/26
7z
Insiatation

The following officers will be
Installed/ordained on 1/18/26.

Ordination
Carrie Cardinale - 3 years,
Kathy Walker - 1 year

Installation:

Elders: Installed

Dean Chatfield -3 years,

Kathy Forester - returning 3 years,
Doug Schmieg - returning 3 years
Deacon: installed

Jackie Woodring--3 years



CRAFT GROUP RECONVENES BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

After a few months of a hiatus, the craft group will be January 1,9th. is the d'ay vye will be celebrqtlng
reconvening on Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026 at 9:30. Feel Sveryones blrthday§. Join us after wgrsh|p fora
free to bring a project you are working on and join us potluck luncheon, birthday cake and ice cream!

for this informal crafting/sewing time. All are )

welcomed, it's a great way to bond over crafting and If you would like to decorate a table to represent a
of course, snacking! birthday month, please let Kathy P. know or call the

church office.

NO MORE CONTAINERS FOR NOW

At this point we are no longer in need of plastic food
ANNUAL REPORTS containers for the kitchen. Once we start to run low,

we will let you know.
Annual reports from all boards, teams, church

organizations and ministries are due in the
church office by January 12, 2026.




THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS
On December 21st (winter solstice) the Lyon
Fellowship Hall was filled with the Sounds of
Christmas. Many people from the congregation
helped to make the service unique and wonderful.
We heard the Lyke family read the words of the
fourth Sunday of Advent, as they lit the candles of
hope, peace, joy and love. Beautiful Christmas
songs were sung by the choir, the worship band,
and guest singer Donavan Ryan accompanied by
his Papa Jim Robinson. The good news was
delivered by Caleb and Torin Lyke, who narrated
the story of Jesus' birth. During their narration the
congregation was led by Bill Joint to make the
"sounds" of Christmas. Shouts of "Hee-Haw,
Hallelujah, No Room, Baaa, Follow that Star and
Awww" guided the people performing the Living
Nativity. As they arrived to church that morning,
members of the congregation were asked to play
the roles for the nativity. These are the people
who graciously said "Yes!"
Dar Grant - Angel who spoke to Mary and
Joseph
Mia Mazza - Mary
Tony Mazza - Joseph
Kathy Forester - Donkey
Skylar Lyke - Innkeeper, and Angel who spoke
to the shepherds
Russell Walters - Shepherd
Debbie Vonderlin — Shepherd
Sandy Robinson — Shepherd
Ed Presley — King
Dean Chatfield — King
Matt Lyke — King
The Choir - Host of Heavenly Angels

POEM BY KATHY WALKER

My life is lonely here on earth
and | wish for all that cannot be.
And as | long for human touch
the strength drains from me.

For if those in this world

would care but one ounce more,
The human race would revel

when they saw what was in store.

They’d see a world of peace and vision
with hope in each person’s heart.
They’d see people coming together
to forge a grand new start.

All those that have gone before

would look down from heaven above

And know that none of their children
would go unloved.

They’d see pain disappear

from young children’s faces
And see them growing up in

much healthier places.

There would be housing and food

for those out on the street
Given by those who’ve always

had enough to eat.

My life is lonely here on earth
as it is day after day
Oh heavenly Father above,
do you really want it this way?



* POINSETTIAS WERE

LOVINGLY GIVEN IN

MEMORY OF:

Husband & Father, Wes Moore
By: The Moore Family

Our Parents

Joe and Stella Sincerbox &
Ralph and Dorothy Robinson
By: Jim and Sandy Robinson

Our Family, Bob Shuart, Michael Shuart
and

Elinor Shuart Jones

By: The Shuart Family

Don, Dawn and Dale Chatfield
By: Dean Chatfield and Dianna Burleson

My Wife, Martha Brown
By: Rev.Gary Brown

Parents, Peg and Ted Markham
By: Brian and Theresa Markham

Our Parents

Richard & Barbara Beekman

Dr. Edwin & Nada Presley

By: Ed Presley, Janet Ruger and Craig

Graham Andrus

Our beautiful son and Brother
All Our Love

Holding You Close Always

By Karen, Tom and Jade Andrus

Tom Bement
By Betty Bement

Our Parents

Robert and Velda Clouter &
Otto and Alene Schmieg

By Doug and Velda Schmieg

Parents, Jack and Maryse Crisman
By Rev. John and Jackie Woodring

Bessie Howard and Otis Howard
By Betty Bement

Daughter, Betsy Louise Robinson
By Bob Robinson and Family

Sister and Husband, Tom and Harriet Griswold

By Bob Robinson and Family

Parents, Clifford and Lois Robinson
By Bob Robinson and Family

Wife and Mother, Mary Ann Robinson
By Bob Robinson and Family

Mary Ann Robinson
By Sherman Lyke and Chad Faulkner

Sister, Pat Robinson
By Joyce Wahlig

My Wife, Pat Robinson
By Tom Robinson

Husband and Father, Philip Ruger
By Janet Ruger, Bridget and Sara

My Grandmother, llys Carson Sperling
By Kathy Walker

Our Parents

Ray and Virginia Tunison &
Larry and Brenda Burton
By Tom and Suzette Tunison

Brother, Andy Woodring &
Mother, Dr. Mary Anne Woodring
By Rev. John and Jackie Woodring



JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Jan 1 Diane Kiff
Jan 2 Bob Mesler
Jan4 Steven Joint

Steve Pospiech
Michelle Rougeux

Jan 6 Daniel Tunison
Jan7 Karen Matteson
Phil Schumarker
Jan 10 Ashleigh James
Jan 13 Sue Hudson
Katie McKinley
Jan 17 Bruce Baxter

Phil Schumarker
Alison Zimmerman

Jan 18 Tom Tunison

Jan 21 Carolyn Jones
Richard Moyle

Jan 23 Lori Brockway

Jan 24 Emily DeArmitt

Jan 25 Alexa Wolfe

Jan 27 Christine Snyder

Q@Wéﬁﬁ

Andi Morse,Lois Warren,Sharon Ward,
June Bates, Diane Lathrop,Sherry Parke,
Tim Forester, Bob Hujar, Sharon Gunsolus,

Barb Saler, Bradley Mesler, Debbie Vonderlin,

Neal Wrinkle, Debi Crossman Singer,
Sandi Mahnke, Marge Mesler,
Sandy Simonson

{_ -
fi=i =t GIFTS WERE GIVEN TO:

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of:
Betsy Louise Robinson
Clifford & Lois Robinson
Harriet & Tom Griswold
Mary Ann Robinson
By: Bob Robinson & Family

In Memory of:

Richard & Barbara Beekman

Dr.Edwin & Nadia Presley
By: Ed Presley & Family

In Memory of Philip Ruger
By: Janet Ruger, Bridget &
Sara

BURTON SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of Larry & Brenda
Burton
By: Theresa & Nick Fondoules

RESTORATION
In Memory of Mary Jane Jones
By: Ed Presley

The office will be closed
January 1 & January 19

@ February articles are
Due

é‘c’ January 20, 2026






JANUARY 2026

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3
NEWYEAR'S DAY
Office Closed
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Worship/Communion 2:00 pm - Worship Team 3:15 pm - Handbells
11:30 am Coffee Hour - 5:30 pm - HR Mtg 4:.00 pm - B& G Mig 6:00 pm - Choir
Lyon Hall 5:30 pm - Finance Mtg
*Sunday Supper Sara's Closet
11:30 am-2:30 pm
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
Worship, Lyon Hall 6:00 pm - Session 4:00 pm - Deacons 10:00 am - Staff Meeting 5:15 pm - Handbells
11:30 am Coffee Hour - Annual Reports are due 6:00 pm - Choir
Lyon Hall in the Office by today 1:00-2:30pm United Way
*Sunday Supper Quarterly Mtg - LH
Sara’s Closet
11:30 am-2:30 pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Worship, Lyon Hall Sara's Closet 6:00 pm - A New Day 5:15 pm - Handbells
Installation of Officers 11:30 am-2:30 pm for Widows & Widowers 6:00 pm - Choir
11:30 am Coffee
Hour/Potluck Lunch -
Lyon Hall
*Sunday Supper
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Worship, Lyon Hall Sara’s Closet
Annual Meeting 11:30 am-2:30 pm
11:30 am Coffee Hour -
Lyon Hall
*Sunday Supper.

ALL SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:00 AM. INTHE SANCTUARY

*SUNDAY SUPPERS @ St. Thomas Episcopal Church - 3:00 pm - 3:30 pm thru June 2026




TOWER TOPICS

JANUARY 2026

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6 EAST MORRIS STREET

Non-Profit Org
U.S. postage

PAID

Permit No. 121
Bath, NY

BATH, NY 14810

Address service requested

DATES TO REMEMBER

January 12-Annual Reports Due in the Office
January 18- Installation of Officers

January 25- Annual Meeting




