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SUNDAY WORSHIP

SERVICE 10:00 a.m.
Youth Worship during

Traditional Service

] " Snow has fallen. There is a thin layer of ice on our pond.
\ \/ \ | The last leaves of the season hang on grimly. The days are
s /

short, but many of us look forward to winter. A few months

ago, the first Christmas decorations began appearing in the
stores. A few weeks ago, I heard Christmas carols as well. I'm glad the Christmas season isn’t
as long as the Christmas shopping season. I can wait.

Advent is a time of waiting. Of reflection. And preparation.

In the next few weeks, we will prepare and began our celebrations. Holiday parties and
Christmas gatherings are interwoven with reflections of the year as annual newsletters and
postcards are sent to friends both new and old.

And we wait.

When does a season end and another begin? The seasons don’t align with the solstice
calendar. Does Fall begin with the first leaf to change color, or the first to fall? Does it end with
the last leaf to fall (that would be in the spring) or the first snow flake? Does winter begin with
frost or snow or the first freeze, or the first skier down the slopes or in the fields? The seasons
blur together in their endings and beginning. God practicing the Impressionist palette.

And we wait.

Our lives fit this pattern as well. The blurring of day-to-day habits, chores, work, and play,
interspersed with calendar moments, seasonal and community rites and rituals, and lightning
bolts of life-changing events. We try to capture these elusive moments with cameras and selfies
and Facebook postings, but they are only two-dimensional representations of the real life that is
pulsing and flowing around and through us. We spend so much time with our devices and so
little time with the ones we love. And then we post them for all to see.

And we wait.

We wait for someone, even anyone, to respond, to notice, to, at the least, “like” us. And our
feelings of self-worth may rise and fall in the responses. No wonder so many people try to be as
provocative as possible. We cannot easily detect when our lives devolve from real to surrogate.
And we wait. Until Facebook reveals what we posted a year ago, five years ago, or a history of
“Friend” interactions. And we smile at the memories. We spend more time creating memories
than living our lives.

A long time ago, so long that we begin to think that even God has forgotten, Jesus was born
in Bethlehem, and sometime after that, (I'll have to check Facebook) we crucified him. But God
blurred the line between life and death when Jesus was resurrected, to show us that real life was
possible. And God waits. As God has, and does, and ever shall.

Advent is a time of waiting.  Of reflection. And preparation.

What are you waiting for? God has “liked” you since the beginning, and shown you the way
to real living. Do not be content with a surrogate life. Instead of taking a picture, give a hug.
Instead of posting a picture of where you are, share a cup of your favorite drink face to face.
Instead of waiting for someone to like you, love someone for real by spending time with them.

And I know you’ll have a merry Christmas.

Fustor Jotn
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November 30 — Hope
Isaiah 2:1-5, 11:6-9

December 7- Peace Communion
Luke 2:77-78

December 14-  Joy!

Luke 1:46-55

December 21 Love Pageant

1 John 4:7-19

December 24 Walking Toward the Dawn
John 1:1-9

December 28  “Bell Sunday”
Rev. Gary Brown Preaching

\ ' BELL SUNDAY

\ ~ ©* DECEMBER 28th

Gary Brown will be preaching on Sunday,
December 28th, while Pastor John is away. Since
this is the Sunday between Christmas and New
Year's, and since both holidays tend to be
connected to bells (hearing church bells on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day and ringing in
the New Year), you are invited to bring your favorite
bell to church. If you can't find a bell for this Bell
Sunday, don't worry -- we'll have bells available at
church that day as well. We will ring our bells
during the hymns in the worship service. The
sermon on that Sunday will be a story-sermon
written and presented by Gary Brown. Invite your
friends and neighbors to come to our church -- and
ask them to bring their favorite bell with them too!

DECEMBER

L Pty please Bring
W\ eeds

CANNED FRUIT

DECEMBER CONTACT PEOPLE

Elder: Doug Schmieg &
Steve Pospiech

Deacon: Sue Gay

We will again be presenting the Living Nativity in
conjunction with the Spirit of Christmas on
December 5,2025. If you would like to be

involved, please contact
Bob Mesler.

DON’T MISS SUNDAY SERVICE

If you miss worship due to illness or travel,
you can always watch it live, or later in the day,
by going to FacebookLive (no account required)
oron YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/@1stbathpreschurch4
15/streams.
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Election Night Spaghetti Dinner

The Fellowship Hall was very busy on Tuesday,
November 5th! It was the night of the annual
spaghetti dinner which is held to raise
scholarship funds to attend Camp Whitman. A
total of $1,373.29 was raised!

The Ministry of Children and Youth committee
and the youth of the church would like to thank
the MANY folks who helped to make it a huge
success. Thanks to those who donated food
supplies! Thanks to those who wrapped the
silverware! Thanks to those who set up the hall
and set tables! Thanks to those who prepared
the food, especially Doug Schmieg our amazing
spaghetti sauce chef! Thanks to those who
greeted folks and sold tickets! Thanks to those
who served food in the dining hall! Thanks to
those who prepared take-outs! Thanks to those
who served coffee! Thanks to those who filled in
where needed! Thanks to youth waiters and
waitresses from our church! Thanks to Scott
Folckemer and the 4-H youth for helping to wait
tables! Thanks to those who helped the youth
with their jobs! Thanks to those who scraped
dishes and washed dishes! Thanks to those that
cleaned up! And finally, thanks to those who
came to EAT! We couldn’t have done it without
ALL OF YOU!

\\'&W% The Sounds of Christmas

?%é Join us on December 21st in
(Jeyon.  the Fellowship Hall for a special

interactive service that
celebrates the birth of Christ.The youth will be
leading the way but all ages will be encouraged
to participate.

ORPHEUS CHORAL

p Orpheus Choral concert will be
7p.m. on Friday 12/19/25 at Hornell
High School.

BAND CONCERT

The Hornell Area Concert
Band will be performing
Saturday 12/13 at 7:30pm at the Hornell High
School.

THE PRESBYTERIAN
COFFEE PROJECT RIDES
AGAIN!

| signed up years ago to be
“the coffee guy” at church.
We had a Presbyterian
Coffee Project display case
of coffee, tea and other Equal Exchange/Fair
Trade items for sale at coffee hours after church.
Covid put an end to that. We are planning to
start up this project again, but on a different
basis. To simplify things, it will be “pay as you
go.” | can order coffee and other items for church
members and deliver them to you at church. If
you are interested, you can look online at the
various items for sale at
https://shop.equalexchange.coop/ Once you
have made your decision about something to
buy, make a note of the details (name of item
and product number) and see me to order.

The Presbyterian Coffee Project is a mission of
our denomination. It is a way to cut out costs of
“middlemen” and to directly support small farms
in various countries around the world. This way,
the farmers are paid fairly for their work.

Let me know if you have questions or
suggestions as we restart this project.

Gary Brown



LESSONS AND CAROLS

Lessons and Carols will be 7:00 pm
on December 14" at St. St. Mary’s
Catholic Church

FINANCIAL UPDATE

A Financial Update As the year comes to a
close, it is customary to take stock of the past
year, think about holidays and gifting, and to
prepare for the future. The finance team
introduced the Legacy idea this fall and has
information available for those interested.
Legacy is interpreted in many ways and
individual to everyone. There will be more
information and opportunities coming in the new
year. The year will finish with many projects
completed and all obligations met. It was
necessary to replace our insurance company,
which was done at increased cost. Our outdated
phone system was replaced and a security alert
was installed for the sanctuary. The acorn lamps
received a much needed cleaning. It is with
grateful hearts that we could cover the costs and
support operations with the Crosby Endowment,
which performed well under foundation guidance and
a strong stock market. The 2026 budget has been
put together conservatively, acknowledging
increased costs. Our congregation traditionally and
generously supports the budget and all the special
offerings. We are blessed and we are thankful. We
do however, remind everyone that the stewardship
campaign remains open, year end gifts are welcome
and need to be received before December 31. Just a
reminder for January that per capita amount of $66
will be accepted. (This amount is paid for every
member whether or not it is individually paid.)

May you all have a happy, healthy holiday

COMFORT FOR THOSE DEALING WITH
CANCER

Do you know of someone who is dealing with cancer?
If so, we would love to provide them with a little bit of
comfort by giving them a handmade lap quilt, a tote
bag and a book entitled When Cancer Meets God.
The recipient does not have to be a member of our
church and we would be more than willing to ship a
quilt to whomever could use a bit of positivity right
now. Please contact the church office or Kathy
Partridge if you have someone to whom you would
like to receive a quilt.

All Saints Day was observed on
November 2, 2025 The
following people were
remembered during the service.

All Former Choir Members

Anne Bartz
Bob Bennett
Daivd Bossard
Martha Brown
Bob Burns
Bob Bussman
Dan Bussman
Glenn Davis
Forrest Clark
Connie Delisa
Joana DeSalvo
Larry Dickson
Sara Johnson
Mary Jane Jones

Chuck Leach

David Leach
Cheryl McGlynn
Dave Parker

Ethan Parker
Claire Peacock
Harold Perry

Mary Ann Robinson
Patricia Robinson
Ryne Sandberg
David Snyder

Jim & Sharon Squire
Bill Tobin



POTLUCK/CRAFT DAY

It's time again for some family fun! Our annual
potluck/craft day will be held on Sunday, Dec. 14th
with the potluck to start directly after the worship
service, crafting to follow. Bring a dish to share,
beverages will be provided. All craft supplies will also
be provided, crafts available for both children and
adults. Come join the fun!

ANNUAL REPORTS

- Annual reports from all boards,
teams,
church organizations and
ministries are due in the
church office the week of January 5.

END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS
Don’t forget all financial
contributions you would like to claim
on your 2025 taxes must be in the
church office by December 30™ (not just in the
mail) or they will be credited to your 2026
statement.

CRAFT GROUP RECONVENES

After a few months of a hiatus, the craft group will be
reconvening on Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026 at 9:30. Feel
free to bring a project you are working on and join us
for this informal crafting/sewing time. All are
welcomed, it's a great way to bond over crafting and
of course, snacking!

=

THOUGHTFUAL GIFT

Have you ever wondered
what to get for someone
“‘who has everything” when
their birthday, anniversary or
Christmas comes around? We at First Presbyterian
Church have a unique way for you to solve that
problem! If that “someone” is connected to our
church in any way, we’d like to suggest that the gift
of a niche in our Columbarium or a plaque on a
Memorial Wall might just be the answer. Ashes of a
deceased person are placed in an urn. An urn is
placed in a niche. Our Columbarium has 64 niches.
Niches sell for $800 for one urn or $1100 for two
urns. Plaques on a Memorial Wall are put in place
after a person is deceased. There are 70 spaces
on a Wall. Plaques sell for $275 each. While some
people are reluctant to think about their own
demise, they just might appreciate being the
recipient of such a thoughtful gift. Purchasing a
plaque in memory of a deceased loved one |
very special way to honor their memory. Visit the
Chapel where you will see the Columbarium and
the Memorial Walls. For more information, call the
church office or contact a member of our
committee: Pastor John, John Jones, Sandy
Mahnke, Bob Mesler, Barbara Scudder or Helen
Brink.




HIS ' 4

The Beginning of Our Church
And The People Who Made It
Happen

Helen Brink
Church Historian

Finishing our story, following is a brief biography
of two of the people who played a role in the
beginning of our church:

Henry Arnold Robert Townsend was one of the
trustees of the Bath Religious Society in 1806. He
and his first wife Elizabeth Moffat Townsend signed
the church covenant in 1808. In 1811 Henry was
ordained as one of our first elders. Henry, probably
the son of Absalom and Helena DeKay Townsend,
was born on 24 July 1769 in Chester, Orange
County, New York. His ancestors, members of the
Society of Friends (Quakers), arrived in this country
from England prior to 1645. Henry’s grandmother
was described in the Townsend genealogy as the
“beautiful Quakeress” Elizabeth Titus Townsend.
Henry married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas and
Susannah Howell Moffat, in Chester ca 1795. She
was born on 5 August 1774 in Chester. They came
to Bath in 1798. One year later, Henry was elected
county clerk. In 1800 he was appointed surrogate
judge, in 1802 he was elected town of Bath
supervisor, in 1809 he was elected a member of the
New York State Assembly and, in 1811, he was
elected a state senator, a position he held until 1815.
On 5 August 1813 Elizabeth died at age 39 leaving
Henry with several young children. She was buried
in Bath’s Pioneer Cemetery. Later that year Henry
married Elizabeth Hull (1779-1867), a devout
Episcopalian, who was born in Connecticut. They
had one child, a daughter Sarah born in 1817.
Elizabeth carried Sarah on horseback eighty miles to
and from Geneva to have the child baptized by an
Episcopal clergyman since there was not one in
Bath. Elizabeth was often referred to as the
“‘mother” of St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Bath.
In 1814 Henry and his family moved from Bath to
Cold Springs in the town of Urbana where he had
purchased from General George McClure a grist mill,
a paper mill and a woolen factory along with a large
farm and house. They resided in the house which
came to be known as the Cold Springs House. In
March 1823 Henry was elected the first town
supervisor of Urbana. The first Episcopal service in
the town of Urbana was held in the Townsend home
in Cold Springs. Henry was one of the officers who

certified Church in Hammondsport in 1833. In 1830
Henry’s membership in our church had been
suspended by the session for “non-attendance and
for non-participation in church to the incorporation of
St. James Episcopal duties.” Henry died at his home
in Cold Springs on 23 October 1837 at age 68. He
was buried next to his first

wife in Bath’s Pioneer Cemetery. Elizabeth died at
the home of her daughter in Mt. Morris, Livingston
County, New York, in 1867. She was buried there in
the Old Cemetery.

DEACON
m UPDATE
We thank you for
your generosity in
our recent drive to collect needed items for the
Domestic Shelters in our area. Emily delivered the

items and was assured they will be put to good use
m

This year, several donated to the Community
Thanksgiving Project, which provides Sav A Lot gift
cards to those in need in our area. This allows
families to shop for their own Thanksgiving meal. The
Deacons donated money from the Deacon Fund and
in addition, approximately $350 from the
congregation was also sent to Turning Point for this
ongoing project.

We will soon be busy delivering Pointiettias and
goodie bags to some special members of our
congregation who aren’t able to worship with us due
to declining health. If you know of anyone in need of
our contact ministry, please let any Deacon know so
we are sure to have them included. A change of
address to note is June Bates, who is now residing at
Heathwood Assisted Living Rm 1004. 815 Hopkins
Rd Williamsville, NY 14221. She would love to hear
from you.

We wish you all a Blessed Christmas Season. It is
always a special time in the life of our church
family,and thank you again for your support.
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Klara Zold of Zold Art Conservation has
presented our church with her final report on the
restoration of the three mosaics in the niches behind
the pulpit. She spent three and a half years and well
over 1500 hours restoring the paintings to their
original colors.

The paintings, constructed on a stenciled
canvas in imitation of glass mosaic works, are almost
identical except for the symbol in the central circle of
each panel. Each has two representations of the line
of “Unending Life.” The left arch carries the Greek
letter "Alpha," and the right arch carries the Greek
letter "Omega"—"I am alpha and omega, the
beginning and the end, the first and the last.” (Rev.
22:13) The central circle of the middle arch carries
the Cosmic Cross, a symbol duplicated in the Rose or
Wheel Window on the south wall above the pulpit
and in the Vine of Life tile mosaic on the front of the
pulpit.

There are significant differences between the
colors that were used in the 1950s repainting and
Tiffany’s original paintings.

Before Restoration

e o .
Q’Q‘
>

After Restoration

Can you spot some differences?



CHRISTMAS JOY

Christmas Joy offering
S 8 distributes gifts to the
ASS|stance Program The Assistance Program
provides critical financial support to church
workers and their families.

Envelopes will be provided December 21 and
December 24.

To provide a poinsettia to
beautify our sanctuary for the
Christmas Eve Service in Memory or in Honor of
someone; please have it delivered to the church
by Thursday December 18t". All names to be
listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin need to be
given to the church office by December 16%.
PLEASE MAIL THE FOLLOWING FORM OR
CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT
607-776-6464 .

A poinsettia given
In Memory or In Honor of

Given

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

December 2 Tom Tunison
December 10 Brett Inglis
December 12 Georgia Dickson
Holley Kolodziejczak
Suzette Tunison
Linda Taggart

Ethan Narby

Janet Ruger

December 13
December 15

December 19 John Jones
Kris Von Hagn
December 26 Keith Joint

Richard Shoemaker-Moyle
December 27 Abigail DeArmitt
December 29 Kyle Inglis
December 30 Harry Carr

@?@aé/‘f’

Andi Morse,Lois Warren,Sharon Ward,

June Bates, Diane Lathrop,Sherry Parke,
Forrest Clark, Tim Forester, Bob Hujar,
Sharon Gunsolus, Barb Saler, Bradley Mesler,
Debbie Vonderlin, Velda Schmieg,

Neal Wrinkle, Debi Crossman Singer,

Sandi Mahnke, Marge Mesler,

Sandy Simonson



The office will be closed

GIFTS WERE GIVEN TO: 12/25

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Forrest Clark
By: Gary Brown
In Memory of Mary Ann Robinson
Betsy Robinson
By: Robert Robinson&Family

BURTON SCHOLARSHIP é\sl..E]v
In Memory of Mary Jane Jones & \@ January articles are
By: Albert & Marcia Burns Z (L} L Due
o& - gc; December 19,2025
4p1y
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED | 2:00 pm - Worship 4:00 pm - B& G Mtg 5:15 pm - Handbells Living Nativity
ALL SUNDAY WORSHIP Team 5:30 pm - Finance Mtg 6:00 pm - Choir Church Lawn:
SERVICES BEGIN AT 10:00 6:15, 6:45 & 7:00 p
AM INTHE SANCTUARY Sara’s Closet Call Bob Mesler for
11:30 am-2:30 pm info and/or to help
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Worship/Communion 6:00 pm - Session 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm 6:00 pm - A New Day 5:15 pm - Handbells 9:00 am - Craft Set
11:30 am Coffee Hour - The last Zoom Sexual | for Widows & Widowers 6:00 pm - Choir up in Lyon Hall for
Lyon Hall Sara's Closet Harass- ment tomorrow, call Kathy
*Sunday Supper 11:30 am-2:30 pm Prevention Training for Patridge to help
the year - Conf. Room
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Worship & after will be Memory & Honor Please deliver Christmas | 5:15 pm - Handbells
Craft Creations and Christmas Poinsettias to the church | 6:00 pm - Choir
Coffee Hour Potluck Poinsettia Names by today
Lunch, LH due in the office by
Lessons & Carols today *
Community Worship,
g':” PZL St Mary's Sara's Closet
urc . .
*Sunday Supper 11:30 am-2:30 pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT CHRISTMAS EVE CHRISTMAS DAY
WORSHIP Sara’s Closet 4:00 pm Luminaries in "ﬂ'
11:30 am Coffee Hour, LH CLOSED the Park
*Sunday Supper 7:00 pm Sanctuary Office Closed
Worship Service
28 29 30 31
Worship
First Sunday of Sara’s Closet NEW YEARS EVE JANUARY 1, 2026 *SUNDAY SUPPERS
Christmas, Bell Sunday - CLOSED tshrr%';ligﬂ% @
Rev. Gary Brown A Office Closed EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Preaching

11:30 am Coffee Hour, LH
*Sunday Supper.

3:00 pm-3:30 pm
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Address service requested

November 29 Church Decorating 9:00a.m.

December 6 Living Nativity

December 14 Crafts and Luncheon after
worship service

December 14 Lessons and Carols 7:00pm

at Saint Thomas
December 19 Orpheus Choral 7:00pm at
Hornell High School
December 21 Sounds of Christmas
December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service 7:00pm
December 28 Bring a bell to worship



